2 Kings 6:1

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the

place where we dwell with thee is too strait for us.

Analysis

And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the place where
we dwell with thee is too strait for us.

This verse contributes to the overall theme of chapter 6: God's protection and
provision for His servants. The prophetic ministry served as God's primary means
of covenant enforcement, calling both kings and people to faithfulness. During this
period, Israel and Judah struggled with persistent idolatry, particularly Baal
worship introduced under Ahab and Jezebel.

The narrative demonstrates God's justice in judging covenant unfaithfulness while
maintaining His ultimate purposes for redemption.

Historical Context

Historical Setting: 2 Kings 6 takes place during the Elisha prophetic ministry,
approximately 850-800 BCE. The chapter's theme (Miracles and Siege) reflects the
historical reality of God's compassionate provision through prophetic miracles
while both kingdoms struggled with persistent idolatry. Archaeological evidence
from this period includes royal inscriptions, administrative documents, and
material culture that corroborate the biblical account while providing additional
context for understanding the political and social dynamics at work.



Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith
John 3:16 — God's love and salvation
Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith

Study Questions

1. How does this verse contribute to understanding the theological message of 2
Kings 6 regarding god's protection and provision for his servants?

2. What does this passage reveal about God's character, particularly His justice,
mercy, and faithfulness to covenant promises?

3. In what practical ways should this text shape contemporary Christian

thinking about faithfulness, worship, and obedience to God?
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Additional Cross-References

2 Kings 2:3 (Prophecy): And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el came
forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy
master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

2 Kings 4:38 (Prophecy): And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth
in the land; and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto
his servant, Set on the great pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets.

Job 36:16 (Parallel theme): Even so would he have removed thee out of the strait
into a broad place, where there is no straitness; and that which should be set on
thy table should be full of fatness.

Joshua 19:47 (Parallel theme): And the coast of the children of Dan went out too
little for them: therefore the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem, and
took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and possessed it, and dwelt
therein, and called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father.

Joshua 17:14 (Parallel theme): And the children of Joseph spake unto Joshua,
saying, Why hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing [ am
a great people, forasmuch as the LORD hath blessed me hitherto?

1 Kings 20:35 (Prophecy): And a certain man of the sons of the prophets said
unto his neighbour in the word of the LORD, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man

refused to smite him.

2 Kings 4:1 (Prophecy): Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons
of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou
knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto

him my two sons to be bondmen.

1 Samuel 19:20 (Prophecy): And Saul sent messengers to take David: and when
they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as
appointed over them, the Spirit of God was upon the messengers of Saul, and they
also prophesied.
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